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How Long Can COVID-19 Last on Corrugated Surfaces? 
 
According to the CDC, there is no evidence the coronavirus is spread by coming into contact with 
contaminated surfaces, but several news outlets have picked up a story about researchers who have tested 
common home and hospital materials.  

 
MIT Technology Review: 
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/615348/heres-how-long-the-coronavirus-can-stay-in-the-air-
and-on-packages/ 
 
ABC News story:  
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/covid19-days-surfaces-experiment findings/story?id=69569397 
   

In both of these stories, it's noted that COVID-19 likes plastic and stainless steel surfaces best and can last on 
those surfaces for up to three days compared to up to 24 hours on corrugated.  
  
There is no evidence to support transmission from products or packaging. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the likelihood of an infected person contaminating commercial goods is low and the risk 
of catching the virus that causes COVID-19 from a package that has been moved, travelled and exposed to 
different conditions and temperatures is also low.  
  
Additional information is available from the CDC and EPA to help educate the public on the differences 
between cleaning, disinfecting, and sanitizing methods in the workplace: 
 

Cleaning: Removes germs and dirt from surfaces, typically through soap and water. This method 
lowers germ numbers but doesn't usually kill or destroy them. Cleaning surfaces is a first step, prior 
to disinfection. 

 
Disinfecting: Kills surface germs through disinfectant chemicals, which do not necessarily clean 
visibly dirty surfaces or remove germs. To properly disinfect, products often need to remain on a 
surface for 3 to 5 minutes. 
 
Sanitizing: Kills germs, but not as effectively as disinfecting. While some products can be used to 
do both, disinfecting generally requires more time and work. Sanitizing is often easier to 
accomplish, and still contributes to reducing the risk of infection. 

 
For the most up-to-date information on work environments, companies should refer to the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and OSHA. See the information for Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection 
Recommendations and How to Clean and Disinfect. Attached and available for download from 
OSHA: https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf. 
 
If you have any additional questions or need anything from Atlantic Packaging, we are here for you. Please feel 
free to reach out to our staff. 
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